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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

1 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or 
purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

2 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development.  
a. Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the development of 
the central idea and how 
details impact this idea.  
(RI.9-10.2) 

Level 3 A, B, C 1 point 

3 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how 
the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a 
newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

4 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 2 A; C 2 points 
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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

5 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious 
reasoning. (RI.9-10.8) 

Level 2 C; B 2 points 

6 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

7 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how a particular 
point of view, perspective,  
or cultural experience is 
reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the 
United States, drawing on a 
wide reading of world 
literature. (RL.9-10.6) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

8 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. 
a. Determine a theme of a 
text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the theme and 
relevant story elements  
(RL.9-10.2) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

9 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades  
9–10 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. (L.9-10.4) 

Level 2 D 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

10 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how an author’s 
choices concerning how to 
structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), 
and manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5) 

Level 3 B 1 point 

11 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. 
a. Determine a theme of a 
text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the theme and 
relevant story elements.  
(RL.9-10.2) 

Level 2 A; D 2 points 

12 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how an author’s 
choices concerning how to 
structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), 
and manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

13 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how an author 
alludes to and transforms 
source material in a specific 
work (e.g., how Shakespeare 
treats a theme or topic from 
Ovid or the Bible or how a 
later author draws on a play 
by Shakespeare). (RL.9-10.9) 

Level 3 D 1 point 

14 Hot Text Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 2 --- 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

15 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 2 A; C 2 points 

16 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

17 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 3 C 1 point 

18 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how 
the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of  
a newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 

Level 2 D 1 point 

19 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are 
made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them.  
(RI.9-10.3) 

Level 3 D 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

20 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly and 
accurately through the 
effective selection, 
organization, and analysis  
of content. (W.9-10.2) 

Level 4 --- 10 points 
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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 2 

1 Hot Text Literary 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RL.9-10.1) 

Level 1 --- 1 point 

2 Hot Text Literary 

Analyze how an author’s 
choices concerning how to 
structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), 
and manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5) 

Level 3 --- 2 points 

3 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Literary 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades  
9–10 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. (L.9-10.4) 

Level 2 B, C 1 point 

4 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone (e.g., how 
the language evokes a sense 
of time and place or an 
emotion; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

5 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how a particular 
point of view, perspective,  
or cultural experience is 
reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the 
United States, drawing on a 
wide reading of world 
literature. (RL.9-10.6) 

Level 2 A 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 2 

6 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone (e.g., how 
the language evokes a sense 
of time and place or an 
emotion; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 

Level 2 D 1 point 

7 Hot Text Literary 

Analyze how complex 
characters (e.g., those with 
multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the 
course of a text, interact with 
other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop 
the theme. (RL.9-10.3) 

Level 2 --- 2 points 

8 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious 
reasoning. (RI.9-10.8) 

Level 3 D 1 point 

9 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development.  
a. Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the development of 
the central idea and how 
details impact this idea.  
(RI.9-10.2) 

Level 2 C; D 2 points 
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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 2 

10 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 2 B, C 1 point 

11 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are 
made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them.  
(RI.9-10.3) 

Level 3 A; B 2 points 

12 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or 
purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

13 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how 
the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a 
newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 

Level 2 D; B 2 points 

14 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 2 D 1 point 
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English Language Arts II 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No. 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 2 

15 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write arguments to support 
claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence. (W.9-10.1) 

Level 4 --- 10 points 

 

  



xiii 

Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) refers to the complexity of thinking required to complete  
a task in a given item. Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. Items with a DOK 2 designation 
require students to make decisions, solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or 
locate supportive details. Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive 
tasks such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, justifying, or 
proving a statement, or approaching abstract and complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 
items will be developed at the DOK 3 level for each set of items written to a passage  
or passage set. Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to be 
synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may be used for the 
development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 6 
  



Part 1 
 

2 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 6 

 
  

  



Part 1 
 

3 

 



Part 1 
 

4 
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5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
English Language Arts II 

Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 1 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

6 

Question 1 

 
25230 
 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 



Part 1 
 

7 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The phrase expresses skepticism but 
gives no indication of an alternate explanation at this point. The author 
questions the numbers Berman uses, or the extent to which this is true, more so 
than the truth of the explanation itself. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author begins speaking about the 
emerald ash borer, but he does not do it because he recognizes a flaw in 
Berman’s findings, he does so to corroborate his own belief in the experiment 
(and for anyone reading the passage who thinks there is no way Berman’s 
results could be accurate or that no one else has studied something similar 
before). 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The author asks this question after initially 
presenting Berman’s research; he acknowledges how impossible the findings 
sound with the question and then supports them further with other research. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because they agree that the question implies skepticism, which is never 
resolved, but the author continues to share further research to corroborate 
Berman’s findings. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  



Part 1 
 

8 
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Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 2 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

9 

Question 2 

 
25229 
 
 



Part 1 
 

10 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
development of the central idea and how details impact this idea.  
(RI.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 



Part 1 
 

11 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – This sentence supports the central idea 
because it revolves around the basis for Berman’s exploration as to why trees 
are beneficial to people’s health. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This sentence provides evidence that trees 
correlate to an improvement in health by those who are located nearby, 
which supports the central idea. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This sentence describes a Toronto-based 
study that determined that people with cardio-metabolic conditions can 
benefit simply from viewing a handful of trees on their block, which supports 
the central idea. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Although this sentence provides 
background information on how humans perceive trees in urban environments 
and trees in natural environments, it does not support the central idea of 
examining the correlation between trees and human health benefits. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This relates to visual images, which 
are important to the passage; however, it does not address the central idea, 
which is that looking at nature can have beneficial effects on people. 
 
Rationale for Sixth Option: This is incorrect. This sentence represents how the 
results of the studies could be implemented, but does not directly support the 
main idea. 

  



Part 1 
 

12 
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Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 2 
 

Sample Responses 
  



Part 1 
 

13 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the three 
correct choices are selected. 



Part 1 
 

14 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because two of the 
selected choices are incorrect. In order to receive full credit 
for this item, all selections must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

15 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected are incorrect. 



Part 1 
 

16 
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Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 3 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

17 

Question 3 

 
25226 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (RI.9-10.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
 

18 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the assessments were 
undoubtedly administered under controlled conditions, that is not the 
meaning of “cognitive” in any sense. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The word “cognitive” means “relating to mental 
actions”, and the context clues in paragraph 6, such as “tests of memory and 
attention”, help readers determine this meaning. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Because the main idea of the article 
focuses on health, the reader may assume that the subjects were given 
physical exams. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Readers might think that “cognitive” 
means “timed” because volunteers were sent on “a fifty-minute walk” and 
they took tests afterward with recorded scores; however, the context clues in 
paragraph 6, such as “tests of memory and attention”, help readers determine 
the meaning of “cognitive” as “relating to mental actions”. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  



Part 1 
 

19 
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Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 4 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

20 

Question 4 

 
25225 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
 

21 

Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This idea is supported by evidence presented in 
paragraph 6. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the author hopes that cities 
might “move toward richly hued streetscapes”, and some hospitals have 
already spent “many billions of dollars” in new designs, readers cannot make 
the inference that cities will follow suit because of this recent study. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the passage describes a 
study conducted at the University of Michigan, this study was done over a 
decade ago and there is no implication in the passage otherwise that 
suggests this inference. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The article discusses the levels of 
saturation and hue in natural environments; however, it does not mention 
flowering trees in regards to saturation levels, so readers cannot make this 
inference based on the information. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This quotation could support option B in 
Part A. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This quotation could support option B or 
C in Part A, or if students misunderstand the message of paragraph 5, they 
might think it supports why a person would rather hike in nature than on a 
street. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This quotation supports the correct answer in Part 
A by distinguishing the benefits of interacting with nature at different times of 
day. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This quotation could support options B 
or D in Part A. 

 

 

 



Part 1 
 

22 
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Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 4 
 

Sample Responses 
  



Part 1 
 

23 

Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 



Part 1 
 

24 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

25 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

26 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to receive partial credit 
for this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5  

 
25224 
 



Part 1 
 

30 

 
  

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. (RI.9-10.8)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The Toronto study focused on larger 
effects of trees in the city, not voluntary and involuntary attention. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the US Forest Service’s 
analysis and results were important for Berman’s study in Toronto, the analysis 
and results illustrate the effects of not having trees around, not a hierarchy. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The statement supports a practical ranking of 
ways that trees, natural images, and abstract forms affect human well-being, 
as discussed in paragraph 7. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Ulrich’s discovery only relates to health 
benefits for those who have a window overlooking a tree. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This option relates to the study by the 
US Forest Service, not the visual study. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The statement summarizes the conclusion of the 
visual study and adds a ranking of the effects of different visual experiences 
on health. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This option relates to the study by the 
US Forest Service and/or the Toronto study, but not the visual study. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This option relates to the study in 
Toronto, not the visual study. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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34 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

35 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

36 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to receive partial credit 
for this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 6 

 
27595 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The author points to multiple sources of expert 
evidence, integrating that evidence to drive home the connection to the 
reader. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author alludes to the relationship 
between trees and a youthful feeling, but not to studies of the actual 
biomechanical process that causes this to take place. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The author does not explicitly ask the 
reader to engage in this kind of speculation, nor could this strategy be used to 
support his claim. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The author does not suggest that this is 
already a widely held belief in the population at large, nor would this be a 
successful strategy in developing or supporting his claim. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Stimulus for Questions 7 – 13 
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Question 7 

 
30934 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how a particular point of view, 
perspective, or cultural experience is reflected in a work of literature 
from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature. (RL.9-10.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This myth seeks to explain how the evils of the 
world, previously withheld by the gods, came into the world when Pandora 
opened the box. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Pandora feels guilt and 
wishes she could undo her action, the myth does not seek to explain the origin 
of guilt. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Pandora does go against the wishes of 
Epimetheus and the gods in opening the box, but this does not show how 
people began to betray one another because the two grow stronger 
together. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the myth does demonstrate the 
possible consequences of curiosity, it is not an explanation of exploration in 
general. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 8 

 
30941 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. 
a. Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the theme 
and relevant story elements. (RL.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The characters grow closer together, 
but they do not replace their faith in the gods with trust in each other. The last 
paragraph of the story restores the relationship rather than creating a deeper 
rift. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The characters emerge in some 
amount of good faith with the gods, but the passage does not suggest they 
knew the plans of the gods all along. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The gift of Hope restores Pandora’s faith that the 
gods mean well, and the fact that the evils have been unleashed on the 
world shows the gods think the people have been punished enough. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The gods have wronged the 
characters, who feel great emotional pain for the first time. However, the 
characters emerge feeling courageous as they are saved by Hope. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

  



Part 1 
 

52 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
English Language Arts II 

Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 9 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

53 

Question 9 

 
30931 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L.9-10.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While it may seem alarming that evils 
are coming out of the box, the word “malignant” is used to describe the evils 
themselves, not the reaction of someone who sees the evils unleashed. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The evils are a force to be reckoned 
with, but “malignant” does not imply size. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The evils do rush forth from the box, but 
“malignant” does not imply speed. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – “Malignant” means “wicked” in this context. It fits 
with “ruthless, fierce, treacherous, and cruel”. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 10 

 
30933 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how 
to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as 
mystery, tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the lines show Pandora’s distress, 
they do not show a change in her attitude. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – These lines contain an unanswered question, 
extended descriptions of a mysterious deed, and other elements that create 
suspense and lead the reader to the revelation in line 11 that Pandora has 
opened the box. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. There is tension in these lines because 
the reader does not understand the problem, but there is not actually a 
conflict between the characters. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. There is some mystery as the reader 
does not yet know what Pandora has done, but because no problem has 
been introduced, there is no solution suggested. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

 
30929 
 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. 
a. Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the theme 
and relevant story elements. (RL.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Epimetheus feels hopeful about moving forward 
together. Pandora and Epimetheus learn to build a stronger relationship with 
each other after undergoing hardship. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Pandora and Epimetheus do 
eventually find a way to overcome their difficulty and confront it openly, so 
they do not ignore it. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the punishment for curiosity 
does seem severe here, Pandora clearly believes she deserves punishment. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Pandora and Epimetheus have a 
relationship that grows over the course of the text, but their love is not 
described as a mysterious gift that requires nurturing. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Pandora does feel despair, but hope 
helps her out of this despair, which is the theme of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Epimetheus does want to share 
responsibility for blame with Pandora, but this detail alone does not support 
the main theme of hope or the idea of moving forward together. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Pandora does describe demons, 
she does not do so in order to rationalize her mistake, nor does this idea relate 
to the main theme of hope. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Near line 40, Epimetheus discusses hope and 
describes the birds, which he feels foreshadows a way for the pair to find a 
better life after despair. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 



Part 1 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B  
is incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

64 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B  
is incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 12 

 
30944 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning  
how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots),  
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects 
as mystery, tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Epimetheus blames himself for 
the event because he left Pandora alone, the discussion does not shed light 
on past events, nor does it increase a sense of surprise. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The lines show a disagreement between the 
characters, who each blame themselves for the situation they find themselves 
in. Emotions become more heightened and the discussion more dramatic as 
the two characters focus on who is to blame. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The lines allow us to understand 
Epimetheus’s self-blame, but they do not explain the characters’ motivations 
or inspire sympathy. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The lines discuss a problem, but it is not 
a new one that must be solved, and the lines do not build suspense. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

 
30938 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author alludes to and transforms 
source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a 
theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on 
a play by Shakespeare). (RL.9-10.9) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 



Part 1 
 

72 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Passage 2 shows Pandora’s anguish 
and guilt, but it does not take a subjective stance or provide a judgment. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Passage 2 shows Epimetheus’s own 
feelings of guilt, and does not provide details of his quarrel with the gods as 
mentioned in Passage 1. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the passage describes 
Pandora’s “demons” and an experience with an oracle, Pandora’s past and 
purpose with the gods is not explained as it is in Passage 1. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Epimetheus is only mentioned in Passage 1, but 
in Passage 2 he plays a role in the emotional struggle of the text through 
dialogue. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Stimulus for Questions 14 – 20 
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Question 14 

 
25531 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. (RI.9-10.1)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
 

80 

Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit response (1 point) includes: 

• “In the past few days, however, it has become evident to me that I no 
longer have a strong enough political base in the Congress to justify 
continuing that effort.”; 
 

AND 
 

• “But with the disappearance of that base, I now believe that the 
constitutional purpose has been served, and there is no longer a need for 
the process to be prolonged.” 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 



Part 1 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
choices selected is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the choices 
selected are incorrect. 
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Question 15 

 
28249 
 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Nixon would clearly prefer to remain in office. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While he ultimately returned to private 
life, Nixon does not suggest here that this is his preference. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While he mentions Congress and his 
congressional support, Nixon does not suggest negotiating with Congress. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While he ultimately received one, 
Nixon does not mention a pardon from Ford. 

 
 

Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This quotation supports Nixon’s 
commitment to the nation but not his desire to remain in office. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This quotation supports his decision to 
leave office, not to stay in office. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This quotation supports Nixon’s preference to 
remain in office and endure the personal consequences. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This quotation supports Nixon’s 
commitment to the nation but not his desire to remain in office. 
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Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 
the correct response in both Part A and Part B. 



Part 1 
 

90 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

91 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

93 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 16 

 
28255 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Nixon asks for support for his successor and calls 
on Americans to put the past behind them. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Nixon calls on people to move forward, 
but he does not apologize. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Nixon praises his successor, but he 
does not warn him of dangers. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Nixon speaks with regret, but he does 
not scold his listeners. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 17 

 
28258 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the paragraph is speculative, 
Ford isn't really speculating about the future nor is he recalling the past. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Ford is thinking about his current 
predicament, not his early career. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Ford states an uncertainty (the lack of 
precedent), then a certainty (that Nixon faces many accusations). 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Ford is questioning certain things, but 
he isn't asking rhetorical questions. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 18  

 
25522 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases  
as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (RI.9-10.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the two political parties almost 
certainly disagreed, this is not the specific kind of debate to which Ford is 
referring. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. There is no indication in the passage of 
disagreements between Ford’s and Nixon’s supporters. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this sort of debate almost 
certainly happened, this is not the specific kind of debate to which Ford is 
referring. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Ford is directly referring to the Watergate 
scandal when he refers to a controversy and debate. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 19 

 
28247 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Ford might be said to begin by 
citing the law (or his responsibility to uphold it), Nixon does not really appeal 
anywhere to expert testimony. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Nixon speaks of the future, but not at 
the beginning of the passage; Ford alludes to recent events, but not at the 
beginning of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Nixon addresses the audience in terms 
of what he has done and tried to accomplish while in office as president, but 
he does not discuss his idea of citizenship or what it means to be a citizen; 
Ford's introduction cannot be said to be truly or primarily emotional in its 
appeal. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Nixon begins by going back to the beginning of 
his political career, then focuses on recent events; Ford begins by reminding 
listeners of his oath as president. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 20 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 20 

 
31511 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing 
 
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis 
of content. (W.9-10.2)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 20 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 4 2 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience and task with effective organizational 
structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
thorough, convincing and credible support while citing 
evidence for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 3 2 

 

 
 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience and task with effective organizational 
structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when citing evidence for the controlling 
idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 3 2 

 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience and task with evident 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when citing evidence for the controlling 
idea.   
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 3 2 

 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience and task with evident 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when citing evidence for the controlling 
idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 2 2 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience and task category, with evident 
organizational structure. The thesis statement is sustained 
(Nixon and Ford both spoke in a manner to win the opinions 
of American citizens.), but there is also loosely related 
material. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing uneven 
evidence and support for the writer’s thesis statement. There 
is weakly integrated evidence and ineffective use of 
elaborative techniques ("instead of enjoying equal treatment 
with any other citizen accused of violating the law, [Nixon] 
would be cruelly and excessively penalized". Not all 
Americans can be spoken for, but for the citizens who upheld 
these same beliefs, Ford spoke the truth, which should satisfy 
many.) 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. There are some minor errors in usage, but 
there is no pattern of errors. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 2 2 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Elaboration – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience 
and task, but it includes some extraneous material. Likewise, 
its organization is inconsistent. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides uneven support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 2 1 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience 
and task, but it includes some extraneous material. Likewise, 
its organization is inconsistent, earning 2 out of 4 possible 
points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides uneven support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 2 1 
 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience and task, and it has no 
discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides uneven support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 1 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience and task, and it has no 
discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides cursory support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 1 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience and task, and it has  
no discernible organizational structure.  
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides cursory support for the controlling idea.  
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 1 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no credit 
(0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response 
is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates no 
awareness of the purpose, audience and task, and it has no 
discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides cursory support for the controlling idea.  
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 1 0 

 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates 
no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task and has no 
focus or organizational structure.  
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration. This response provides 
minimal support for the writer’s thesis statement. There is one 
citation from the source, but there is no elaboration. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a lack of command of basic 
conventions, with frequent and severe errors often obscuring 
meaning. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no credit 
(0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response 
is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates no 
awareness of the purpose, audience and task, and it has no 
discernible organizational structure.  
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit (0 
points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response provides 
no support for the controlling idea.  
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
The response receives no credit (0 points) because there is 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 



Part 1 
 

134 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
The response receives no credit (0 points) because there is 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part 2 
 

137 
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786 
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Question 1 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 1 

 
28153 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RL.9-10.1)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit (1 point) response includes: 

• “had told the farmer's daughter, with elegant indifference, that the local 
police were in pursuit of him.”; 
 

AND/OR 
 

• “Upon which he only laughed, leaped lightly over the stone wall, and 
strode toward the farm,”; 
 

AND/OR 
 

• “merely throwing over his shoulder the remark, ‘Thank you, I have 
generally been quite capable of hiding myself.’” 

  



Part 2 
 

142 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
English Language Arts II 

Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 1 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because two correct 
choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because two correct 
choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because two correct 
choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the two 
choices selected are incorrect. 
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Question 2 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 2 

 
27689 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit (2 points) response includes: 

• D) It creates a sense of mystery.  

            AND 

• “and the occasional flutter of a bird unfamiliar enough to be surprised by 
the scarecrow in the field” (2 points) 

 
For this item, a partial-credit (1 point) response includes: 

• D) It creates a sense of mystery. 

  

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 
structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate 
time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or 
surprise. (RL.9-10.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Question 2 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 
the correct responses in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to receive partial credit 
for this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 3 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 

 
27691 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L.9-10.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for the First Option: This is incorrect. This is not an example of O’Neill’s 
dexterity. 
 
Rationale for the Second Option: Key – O’Neill is able to hide from the police 
in a well because he is dexterous. 
 
Rationale for the Third Option: Key – O’Neill is able to hide from the police as a 
scarecrow because he is dexterous. 
 
Rationale for the Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This is not an example of 
O’Neill’s dexterity. 
 
Rationale for the Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This is not an example of O’Neill’s 
dexterity. 
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Question 3 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
choices selected is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
choices selected is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

163 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
English Language Arts II 

Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 4 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 4 

 
27694 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). (RL.9-10.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Bridget offers to help O'Neill 
in this sentence, the word "somber" does not suggest that she is helpful. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The word "somber" suggests that Bridget is a 
serious type of person and is unlikely to participate in anything ridiculous. This is 
clued by the use of "sullen", and even "darkly" and "in doubt". 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Bridget agrees to let O'Neill 
hide on her farm, the word "somber" does not suggest that she is agreeable. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Bridget looks at O'Neill "in 
doubt", the word "somber" does not suggest that she is indecisive. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 5 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5 

 
28158 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how a particular point of view, 
perspective, or cultural experience is reflected in a work of literature 
from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature. (RL.9-10.6)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The author suggests that O'Neill is legendary 
because he is famous for an unusual reason—he is good at appearing when 
he is not wanted, and disappearing when he is wanted. Also, the ways in 
which he disappears are described as being very crafty and clever. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Readers may find Michael stubborn 
and foolish, but that is not how the author portrays or intends to portray him, 
and certainly is not the author’s point of view in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although there may be an argument 
that he is dangerous because he is fleeing the police, there is nothing in the 
text to suggest that he is angry. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Michael reliably avoids the 
police and being caught, there is nothing in the passage to suggest that he is 
thoughtful. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 6 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

 
28159 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The use of "undoubtedly" may lead 
students to this answer; however, this phrase does not focus on how O'Neill 
acts but on where he comes from. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The use of "honorable" may lead 
students to this answer; however, this phrase does not focus on O'Neill's 
character but on where he comes from. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The use of "gentleman" may lead 
students to this answer; however, this phrase does not focus on how O'Neill 
acts but on where he comes from. In addition, his actions in the passage might 
seem to contradict such a reading here. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Suggesting that he is a gentleman of "honorable 
pedigree" means that he comes from a well-respected family. The author 
mentions this as a counterpoint to the events he then describes. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 7 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

 
28161 
 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with 
multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 
interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the 
theme. (RL.9-10.3)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full-credit (2 points) response includes: 

• A) She becomes irritated with him. 
 

AND 
 

•  “Though still angry, she was still silent,” 
 

AND 
 

• “In the ugly reaction of her mood she might have been tempted even to 
point out the fugitive,”  

 
For this item, a partial-credit (1 point) response includes: 

• A) She becomes irritated with him. 
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Question 7 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 
the correct responses in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct in 
their entirety. 



Part 2 
 

179 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

180 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect. 



Part 2 
 

181 
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Stimulus for Questions 8 – 15 
  



Part 2 
 

182 

Stimulus for Questions 8 – 15 

 



Part 2 
 

183 

 
  



Part 2 
 

184 

 
  



Part 2 
 

185 

 
1535 
  



Part 2 
 

186 
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Question 8 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

187 

Question 8 

 
31655 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. (RI.9-10.8) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 



Part 2 
 

188 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author does not make an 
emotional appeal and does provide evidence of the effects of zoos. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author does not describe research 
that supports this claim. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The author does not provide specific 
support and does acknowledge opposing arguments. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – The author provides examples of both positive 
and negative effects but does not support his statement that the positive 
effects outweigh the negative effects. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  



Part 2 
 

189 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
English Language Arts II 

Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 9 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

190 

Question 9 

 
31635 
 



Part 2 
 

191 

 
  

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
development of the central idea and how details impact this idea. 
(RI.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 2 
 

192 

Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This is an incomplete statement of the 
central idea. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is an incomplete statement of the 
central idea. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This correctly states the central idea of  
Passage 1. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This is an incorrect statement of the 
central idea. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author does not trace the history of 
zoos in this passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While general statements are made 
about benefits and drawbacks, the author does not refer to research. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The author does not provide personal 
examples, but merely makes general statements about zoos. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This accurately describes how the central idea is 
developed. 

  



Part 2 
 

193 
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Question 9 
 

Sample Responses 
  



Part 2 
 

194 

Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 



Part 2 
 

195 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

196 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

197 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

198 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

199 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 



Part 2 
 

200 
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Question 10 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

201 

Question 10 

 
31634 
 

 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 2 
 

202 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for the First Option: This is incorrect. The statement that gorillas are 
endangered does not directly support the idea that zoos are important to 
conservation. 
 
Rationale for the Second Option: Key – This statement supports the idea that 
zoos have played an important role in animal conservation. 
 
Rationale for the Third Option: Key – This statement supports the idea that zoos 
have played an important role in animal conservation. 
 
Rationale for the Fourth Option: This is incorrect. The statement that zoos have 
become more hospitable does not directly support the idea that they are 
important to animal conservation. 
 
Rationale for the Fifth Option: This is incorrect. The statement that zoos have 
become more advanced does not support the idea that they are important 
to animal conservation. 

  



Part 2 
 

203 
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Question 10 
 

Sample Responses 
  



Part 2 
 

204 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 



Part 2 
 

205 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit 
for this item, both selections must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

206 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit 
for this item, both selections must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

207 
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Question 11 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

208 

Question 11 

 
31637 
 



Part 2 
 

209 

 
  

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 



Part 2 
 

210 

Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This correctly describes how the author 
introduces each idea and then proceeds to follow it with factual data and 
examples that demonstrate the realities of each situation. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the author discusses large 
generalizations about teaching and conservation, the author is not 
contrasting the two ideas. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the author does note that zoos 
can be educational, specific data show that often children walk away with a 
misunderstanding and the real value is the experience. The author is not 
contrasting ideas about zoos. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the author does examine the 
benefits of teaching and of zoo conservation, he does not go into detail on 
the specific conditions for the animals (advantages/disadvantages). 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author notes that animals still exist, 
but never as they once did, and therefore it is not the author's conclusion that 
conservation is the most important function. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This correctly states the impact of the way the 
author develops his ideas on the text’s meaning. His purpose is to examine 
zoos critically for their benefits. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The author does present information 
about how some children pick up incorrect information while visiting zoos, but 
there is no discussion about which zoos are more effective or less effective in 
educating the public. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The focus of the passage is not on the 
disadvantages of zoos for animals, but rather a critical examination of zoos 
and their role. 

  



Part 2 
 

211 
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Question 11 
 

Sample Responses 
  



Part 2 
 

212 

Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 



Part 2 
 

213 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

214 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

215 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

216 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

217 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 



Part 2 
 

218 
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Question 12 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

219 

Question 12 

 
31652 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 2 
 

220 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author does not create this 
comparison in the text as a way to promote a neutral view. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author does not contrast the 
“incorrect information” many children learned with true information to 
demonstrate misconceptions. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The author uses both quotations and research 
data to support a balanced look at zoos. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The author does not use emotional 
language to arouse readers’ sympathies. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  



Part 2 
 

221 
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Question 13 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

222 

Question 13 

 
31640 
 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 2 
 

223 

Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect, as the phrase refers to zoos’ effect on 
“people young and old.” 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect as the author is pointing out that zoos 
often fail to teach factual lessons. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This phrase is mentioned in the text, but 
is not the meaning of "consciousness expander." 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – The author is referring to zoos’ ability to expose 
people to something that may be unique or inspiring in their lives. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The phrase is used to refer to benefits 
of zoos that go beyond entertainment. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This correctly states that the impact of zoos may 
be difficult to measure directly. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this may be suggested by the 
previous sentence, this is not the impact of this phrase. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The focus of this phrase is on the 
effects of zoos on humans, not animals. 

  



Part 2 
 

224 
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Question 13 
 

Sample Responses 
  



Part 2 
 

225 

Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 



Part 2 
 

226 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

227 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

228 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

229 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

230 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 



Part 2 
 

231 
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Question 14 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

232 

Question 14 

 
31641 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 2 
 

233 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The passage does not continue to 
discuss research studies on children’s learning or any impact on adults. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The passage does not shift focus to 
lessons learned by adults researching outside the zoo. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the passage provides an 
example of a lesson a child might learn, it does not shift focus to examples of 
discoveries made by adult researchers. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This sentence marks a shift from discussing the 
educational value of zoos for children to discussing research conducted by 
adults and its role in conservation. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  



Part 2 
 

234 
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Question 15 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

235 

Question 15 

 
31662 
 



Part 2 
 

236 

 
  

Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing 
 
Content Standard: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. (W.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 



Part 2 
 

237 

Scoring Guidelines 

  



Part 2 
 

238 

 

  



Part 2 
 

239 
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Question 15 
 

Sample Responses 



Part 2 
 

240 

Sample Response: 10 points 

 
  



Part 2 
 

241 

 
Purpose, Focus, 

and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 4 2 
 

 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused. It presents 
a clear claim and a counterclaim that is addressed and 
woven throughout this response, with the refutation 
strengthening the claim. The response also offers an effective 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
thorough, convincing, and credible support while citing 
evidence for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 



Part 2 
 

242 

Sample Response: 9 points 

 
  



Part 2 
 

243 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 3 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with an effective organizational 
structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when citing evidence for the controlling 
idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 



Part 2 
 

244 

Sample Response: 8 points 

 
  



Part 2 
 

245 

 
  



Part 2 
 

246 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 3 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when citing evidence for the controlling 
idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 



Part 2 
 

247 

Sample Response: 7 points 

 
 



Part 2 
 

248 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 3 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization.  This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task, but it offers an uneven progression of 
ideas. It also presents an uneven organizational structure, 
earning two out of four possible points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration.  The response 
presents clear evidence that is adequately cited and 
integrated into the response. There is also an adequate 
expression of ideas and some variation in sentence structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 



Part 2 
 

249 

Sample Response: 6 points 

 
  



Part 2 
 

250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part 2 
 

251 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 2 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. It is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the 
purpose, audience and task. Some of the information is 
loosely related, and the opposing claim is present but not fully 
addressed. There is a logical progression of ideas with a 
variety of transitional strategies. The response also 
demonstrates an appropriate style and tone. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides weakly integrated evidence from sources with an 
ineffective use of elaborative techniques. In addition, the 
expression of ideas is simplistic with little variety in sentence 
structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



Part 2 
 

252 

Sample Response: 5 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part 2 
 

253 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 2 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task. An opposing claim is introduced but not 
fully developed. In addition, it demonstrates an uneven 
progression of ideas, in sum. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for evidence and 
elaboration, as the response provides uneven, cursory 
support for the claim, and it fails to cite any sources of 
evidence. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



Part 2 
 

254 

Sample Response: 4 points 

 
  



Part 2 
 

255 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

2 2 0 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task. The response acknowledges an 
opposing claim; however, it is insufficiently addressed. 
Likewise, its organization is inconsistent, presenting an uneven 
progression of ideas, in sum. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides uneven, cursory support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 



Part 2 
 

256 

Sample Response: 3 points 

 

 
Purpose, Focus, 

and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 1 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. It is 
related to the topic; however, it demonstrates little awareness 
of the purpose, audience, and task and has no discernible 
organizational structure. A claim is presented, but it is not 
sustained. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides cursory support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



Part 2 
 

257 

Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 1 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates 
no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, it 
has no discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides cursory support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



Part 2 
 

258 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 0 0 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. While a 
claim is made, there is no demonstrated organization or 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates 
no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, it 
has no discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
  

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

0 0 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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